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Beachcombers Newsletter 

January 2023 
 

“Life’s too short to drive a boring car” 
 

 

BCC NEWS ITEMS 
 

❖ The BCC Board wishes all a safe and happy new year! 
 

❖ What an evening!  Our Holiday/Christmas party held on December 17th was a huge success!  Lots of 
great memories which will be talked about for some time to come. I hope all enjoyed the time we 
spent together in the ballroom at the DoubleTree Hilton to also include the after party on the 12th 
floor.  We had 97 club members and friends for the ballroom party and over 40 at the after party.  
Many thanks to those to help make it a success!  
 

❖ We’ve added a new Business Meeting agenda item – Website 101.  The December business 
meeting demonstrated aspects of our BeachcombersCorvetteClub.com website.  The January 
meeting continues with more website navigation, questions and answers. 

 
❖ Please check your e-mail on Monday!  Look for an e-mail with the subject: “Get the latest updates 

from the Beachcombers”.  This e-mail is automatically generated by our website to include all of the 
new items the Board has entered into the website during the previous week. If you don’t receive this 
e-mail or can’t open any of the web browser links, please contact me!  I’m happy to help work through 
any issues you may have. 
 

❖ New!!!  Events listed below that are shown in blue and underlined are links to websites.  For example:  
 
Saturday, January 14, 2023 

Not a Mystery – Mystery Cruise 

 
The above text “Not a Mystery – Mystery Cruise” in blue and underlined is a link. Use your mouse and 
click over this text.  This should open your web browser to the appropriate website event.  Other 
embedded website links are below (blue and underlined) and will take you to an appropriate website.  
Please let me know if you’re having any issues! 

 

MERCHANDISE 

 
❖ Michele Suttle is the point-of-contact for BCC merchandise such as ball caps, BCC Cling-On Stickers 

and parade flags.  You can contact Michele at msuttle@verizon.net for additional information 
regarding items available on our website or for help in obtaining name tags and personal embroidery 
on your pre-purchased items. 

 
 

  

https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/not-a-mystery-mystery-cruise/
mailto:msuttle@verizon.net
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

• In 1969, the ignition lock was moved from the dash to the steering column. It would remain there 

until 1997 when it was returned to the dash. 

• In 1981, Corvettes were produced with two different types of paint. Lacquer was applied at the St. 
Louis plant, and enamel was applied at the new Bowling Green plant. 

• The 2009 ZR1 was the first 200+ mph production Corvette ever made. 

 

 

LOOKING BACK AT WHAT WE DID IN DECEMBER 
 
Friday, December 9 

Charity Laps at VIR. 

This event was originally scheduled for November 11th.  Due to bad weather this event was 

rescheduled to Dec. 9th. 

  

Saturday, December 17 

Beachcombers Holiday Party. 

No need to say it again after what was said above, but we had a great evening with our BCC family.  
Thanks again to all of those who helped make this a success! 

 

Thursday, December 29 

Beachcombers Board Meeting. 

 

 

NOTABLE HAPPENINGS IN JANUARY 
 

Saturday, January 14, 2023 
Not a Mystery – Mystery Cruise – Chesapeake, 9:30AM - 2:30PM 

The CCCHR will be having another mystery cruise, the first cruise of the year.  Those wishing to participate 
will meet at Greenbrier Mall at 9:30AM in front of the old Sears, with a departure at 10:00AM for our 

destination.  Come with a full tank of fuel.  The trip will be approximately 2 hours one way to our destination.  
We will divide up into groups of 5-7 cars with a lead car who is responsible for that group.  The Mystery 
Cruise will be canceled in the event of inclement weather.  This is a Sunshine only event! 
 
Thursday, January 26 to Sunday through January 29, 2023 

ROLEX 24 At Daytona 
This is about the time of year when we begin thinking (and planning) for the Beachcombers annual 

migration to Daytona Beach, FL for the Rolex 24 At DAYTONA. This 24-hour sports car endurance race 

is held annually and kicks off the new IMSA Weather Tech SportsCar Championship season. There are 

traditionally around sixty cars in the field competing for the overall victory as well as four different classes. 

Each team trades shifts between three and five drivers. Types of cars include Porsches, Ferraris, 

Corvettes, Mazda, Fords, Lamborghinis, Lexus and Cadillac. 

For those new to the Beachcombers, we have made this multi-day road trip for several years and have 

always had a good time. If IMSA racing is something you enjoy or is something you’d like to learn more 

about, you won’t be disappointed by attending this race. The weather can be unpredictable, but we’ve 

always managed to make the best of it and the race still goes on. 

The current plan is to depart for Daytona on Thursday, January 26 and drive to Savannah GA, where 

we’ll spend the night and then drive into Daytona on Friday, January 27. 

Rooms have been blocked at the Iris Garden Inn in Savannah and at the Super 8 in Daytona Beach, 

FL, under the Beachcombers Corvette Club name. To reserve a room at the Iris Garden Inn for Thursday 

January 26, call 1-912-777-5002 and ask for one of the rooms reserved for the Beachcombers Corvette 

Club at the rate of $79.00 (plus tax). To reserve a room at the Super 8 call 386-255-5540 and tell them 

https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/not-a-mystery-mystery-cruise/
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/imsa-weathertech-sportscar-championship/
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you wish to reserve one of the rooms blocked for the Beachcombers Corvette Club. The room rate at the 

Super 8 is $649.00 plus tax for the 3-night stay. This is more than we usually pay but because this being 

a race weekend room rates are extremely high. 

To take advantage of the above rates you must have reserved your rooms prior to November 

30, 2022! After that the above room rates will not apply. 

On January 30, after checking out of the hotel you’re on your own as some may be taking side trips 

to other adventures and others heading directly back home. 

 

 

NOTABLE HAPPENINGS BEYOND JANUARY 
 

Saturday, February 11th 
Valentine’s Day Fun Run – Poquoson, Saturday, 11AM - 3PM 

Come join us for our annual Valentine’s Day Fun Run!  This year we’ll be heading to the Surf Rider in 

Poquoson, VA.  Southside BCC members and guests will meet at the old Sears Parking lot at the 

Greenbrier Mall (located at 1401 Greenbrier Parkway S, Chesapeake, VA 23320) at 11:00AM.  We will 

roll at 11:15AM and head to meet our West Side BCC members at Buckroe Beach (located at: 100 S 1st 

St., Hampton, VA 23664) at 12:00 noon.  We will depart 12:15pm as a group for a drive through Hampton 

and Poquoson with a route to be determined.  We will arrive at the Surf Rider at 1PM for our luncheon.  

Afterwards at approximately 3PM we will depart the Restaurant.  Those wishing to head home can do so.  

Those wishing to continue the day’s festivities will head to the nearby taste room (to be determined), and 

then home from there. 

The link to the Surf Rider menu is here. 

Also, when signing up, please move the slider “Show me on the public attendee list” so that your 

initials show up on this event page! 

Please RSVP by noon on Saturday, February 4th! 

 

Monday to Thursday (10 days), February 27th through March 9th, 2023 

Crusin & Boozin Corvetters 4th Annual Caribbean Cruise 

Here is what you can look forward to, should you choose to join your Beachcomber friends on this 10-
day cruise. This itinerary is of the Southern Caribbean with port stops that include the Princess Cays 
(Bahamas), St. Thomas, Dominica, Grenada, Bonaire and Aruba along with three sea days for relaxing 
and recovering. We’ll depart Ft. Lauderdale on the Enchanted Princess on February 27 and return to Ft. 
Lauderdale on March 9. If you’re interested in booking this cruise, call our new Princess Cruise Vacation 
Planner, Michael Blair. Michael can be reached at 1-800-901-1172 ext. 41716. Please be sure to let him 

know you wish to be linked to the Beachcombers Corvette Club booking and if you are a first time Princess 
Cruiser make sure to let him know so as to be eligible for some extra onboard credits ($$$). If you have 
questions feel free to contact me. A quick check on Dec. 22 shows interior and Oceanview staterooms 
are sold out.  Only balcony and suite staterooms are available. Below is the itinerary for this cruise. 
 

  

https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/valentines-day-fun-run/
https://www.surfriderrestaurant.com/ourmenu
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/cruisin-boozin-4th-annual-caribbean-cruise-feb-27-mar-9/
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Saturday, March 18th 

56th St. Patrick’s Day Parade – Norfolk, 8:30AM - 11:30AM 

We have not received our acceptance package from the parade organizers.  However, we anticipate 

that we will be participating.  I’ve opened up this event for sign-ups on-line at our website (link is above).  

If you’ re having difficulties, contact me.  I’m happy to help!  We have a 10-car limit. When signing up, 

please only enter yourself (1 car).  Of course, you can bring a passenger, but do not count them when 

signing up.  Know that the website has a 12-car limit.  This is to allow two alternates in case one or more 

of the 10 who have signed up can’t make it.  So, if you sign up as the 11th or 12th car, you’ve identified 

yourself as a standby.  Should an opening occur, I’ll let you know!  When we receive the acceptance 

package, we’ll know exact time and place to stage.  As of now, we will be staging at the Best Buy off of 

Independence Blvd just off of I-264.  From there, we’ll stage near the parade starting point off of Grandby 

Street near Northside Middle School.  The after party will be held at the Columbian Club of Oceanview, 

211 W Government Ave, Norfolk VA, 23503.  This is a fun event with live entertainment, food and 

beverages.  The after party ends at 4PM.  For more, checkout the parade website at Norfolk Saint Patrick's 

Day Parade). 

 

Saturday, March 18th 

York High School Car Show – York, 11AM - 2PM 
This is usually the earliest car show of the year within a reasonable driving distance. Open to all makes 

and models.  Here is the YHS Facebook page: York High School Annual Car Show | Facebook. 

 

Saturday, April 1st 

5th Annual George E Smith Memorial Car Show – Landstown Commons, 10AM - 3PM 

Sponsored by the CCCHR and hosted by 757 Auto Events.  This car show remembers our George 

Smith who passed away December 28th, 2018.  George served as the VP-Events for us for many years 

and also as President of the CCCHR. The show is open to all makes and models. Proceeds to go to the 

Southeastern Food Bank.  CCCHR will accept food and donations for the Food Bank.  Here is a link to 

the show for additional details: 5th Annual George E Smith Memorial Car Show | April 1st — Car Club 

Council of Hampton Roads (ccchr.org). 

 

Saturday, April 29th (rain date is Sunday April 30th) 

18th Annual Spring Dust Off – Cruisn’ thru the Decades – Landstown Commons, 10AM - 3PM 
Sponsored by the Chevy Lovers Club with proceeds to benefit the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  The 

show is open to all makes and models. 

 

Saturday, May 6th 

Zip Corvette Customer Appreciation Day – Mechanicsville, VA, 9AM - 3PM 

We’ve aligned our Cruise to Zip event (which had been held in either February or March) to participate 

in their Customer Appreciation Day which is usually the first Saturday in May.  Although not yet 

announced, this is the anticipated date.  While there, all receive 10% off of purchases in their 

showroom.  Zip opens their campus to Corvettes and offers free food and drink.  We follow up with our 

own luncheon at the Roma Restaurant near the Zip Corvette campus at 1PM before heading home.  More 

details will be available as we get closer, and Zip has announced their event. 

We will meet at Greenbrier Mall at 9AM and roll at 9:15AM.  We'll meet the West Side BCC members 

at the rest stop on I-64 at mile marker 214 at 10:30AM.  We anticipate arrival at the Zip Corvette campus 

at 11AM.  If you just want to visit Zip and not go to lunch at Roma’s then you don’t need to sign up, just 

show up at Greenbrier Mall (southside) or the rest stop (west side) on I-64.  Just let me know so we don't 

leave you behind! 

The lunch at Roma's is a sign-up event.  Please sign up before noon on Saturday, April 29th if you 

wish to go to lunch! 

 

https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/st-patricks-day-parade-2/
https://norfolkparade.com/
https://norfolkparade.com/
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/york-high-school-car-show/
https://www.facebook.com/YorkHighCarShow/
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/5th-annual-george-e-smith-memorial-car-show/
https://www.ccchr.org/events/5th-annual-george-e-smith-memorial-car-show-april-1st
https://www.ccchr.org/events/5th-annual-george-e-smith-memorial-car-show-april-1st
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/18th-annual-spring-dustoff/
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/zip-corvette-customer-appreciation-day/
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Thursday to Saturday, August 24th through August 26th 

Corvettes at Carlisle – Carlisle, PA 

A BCC favorite!  Last year we brought more than 20 cars to help us celebrate the BCC 40th anniversary.  

Know that the 20% discount for admission expires this Tuesday, Jan 3rd!!!  Here is a link to the Carlisle 

event: Corvettes at Carlisle. If you wish park your car in the “Fun Field” at the Fairgrounds for you and a 

passenger, here is a link to purchase tickets/passes:  Store at Carlisle Events.  The regular price is $80, 

so with the 20% discount the price is $64.  Don’t forget when checking out select the drop down titled 

“Corvette Club” and select “BEACHCOMBERS CORVETTE CLUB OF VIRGINIA BEACH”.  If we get 

enough cars, we’ll get a tent for us to use for social time and out of the sun and weather.  There are other 

ways to register at the Carlisle store, but time is short for this discount!!!  This is a sign-up event on our 

website knowing it is to just keep track of who’s going so we can better organize the drive to and from 

Carlisle. 

 

Seasonal items will return in April (through October) to include: 

BYOL (Bring Your Own Lunch) 
In the past, this was the 3rd Friday of each month at noon.  Fellow members and guests drive to a different 

park/venue and enjoy a packed lunch and good conversation. 

Landstown Commons Cruise-Ins 

Suffolk Airport Cruise-Ins 

Cars and Coffee 

 

IN THE WORKS 
 

A tech night this February or March at Premium Auto Films.  Most likely this will be held on a weeknight 

(a Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday) after normal work hours.  Look for this event website link in a future 

Monday e-mail.  This will be a signup event since the BCC provides pizza and refreshments at no cost to 

members. 

 

We’re looking at possible dates for our annual Bowling outing this winter hopefully in March.  Stay tuned! 

 

We’re working on the details for our Vettes at Waterside District (VAWD).  We’re looking at the date of 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 for the car show with the meet-and-green the evening before (May 19th). 

 

A late summer/fall weekend cruise somewhere in Virginia, possibly the Charlottesville area. 

 

Its time start planning for the 2024 National Corvette Caravan where all roads lead to Bowling Green 

Kentucky.  This event will include celebrating the 30th anniversary of the National Corvette Museum.  The 

dates in Bowling Green are August 29-31, 2024.  Usually, BCC plans include several stops along the way 

as we meet up with our region’s corvette group in Charlotte, NC.  On the way back, there may stops along 

the way home.  Usual plans are for a week of travel and fun during this event knowing we will be on a 

driving vacation with thousands of other Corvette owners and enthusiasts throughout the States, Mexico, 

Canada and other countries! 

 

 

If you have ideas about an event for the club, please let me know!  It can only get better! 

 
 
Bill Kaelin 
Vice President – Events 
Beachcombers Corvette Club 

757-343-4873 
wkaelin1@cox.net 

https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/corvettes-at-carlisle/
https://carlisleevents.com/events/events-detail/index?id=corvettes+at+carlisle
https://store.carlisleevents.com/SearchResults.asp?Cat=29
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
https://beachcomberscorvetteclub.com/event/2024-national-corvette-caravan/
mailto:wkaelin1@cox.net

